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NSPECIAL

Loyal teaching team 1s key to a
music specialist school’s success

INTERVIEW

P Directors have
pumped their own
cash into classrooms
after the funding
began to dry up. It's a
leap of faith that sums
up their outlook, as
Caroline Butcher has
been finding out

Orscar, 11 and Caspar, eight, are
going 1o school,

“We moved into the M
about a moath aga, 5o the dream
has finally happened!™ Emma
laughed

“We previously lived just
nerby in Ingersoll Road for 13
yeirs, 5o | have a huge emaotion-
al attachment 1o this aren”

The enerpetic music teacher
founded the Music House in
1994, having built up experi-
ence as o freclanee PN teach-
er andd TAEMSETY :"L'I'I“I-"I IMiLSIE
teacher for about eight vears,

teachers and said parems and
schools had grown o trust the
Music House as a reliable source
of good quality teaching.
“Someone will approach us
for a clarinet 1eacher and the
teacher will go o their homes
for 100 weeks, bt will be
expected o adhere 1o our code
of comnduct,”™ she said
“Before we came along,
there were also a lot of schools
who did not know
who to approach to
find a good music
teacher, s0 we help

ing,

music

sesgiona with chil-
deen from West

better, or taking a caleulated
risk and putting some of ouor
own money into financing twio
new rooms and much-needed
music  tuitien in the aren”
Emma said.

“It's a risk because if the
rooms are aot filled and the les-
sods are not taken up, we will
have to rethink the whale thing.
But I'm ing wvery positive
that it will be a success.”

Other
relying on
including
therapy

projects

fund-

MM A Hutehinson “1 built up a small bant boval with tha
always  dresmed of  team of teachers to work with Hundreds al
living at the top of 4 me and it grew from there,” she local pupils  have Laondon [Deafl

hose flled with m K

Mow, after 16 Yeurs as
director of Shepherds Bush
musie school The Music House

said. *We were based in Notting
Hill to start with, and we went
inter children’s homes and imo
schools.”

taken part in Muo-
sic Howse lessons
at their schools in-
cluding 5t Stephens,

The children
we teach now
will make

Ciroup, are still on
the: back bumer and
Emima said invest-
ment was crucial

for Children ~ next deor o The Music House became a Greenside,  Brack- i “The  children
Bush Hall in Usbridge Road  chanitable organisation in 1996 enbury, Wormholt  music inthe  we wre teaching

she has finally made her  and Charlic and Emma moved and  Wendell Park .I: t now are the ones
dream a reality it into the Uxbridge Road site PrEmAry schools, uture who will be mak-

“It's  called the Music
House because my drenm was
1o have a house ot the top and
undemeath would be all this
music,” she said.

“"But at the time, the
reality of the situmion was that
we found Bush Hall, We boaghi
it out of our own pocket and
then tumed this neighbouring
site inbo a music schooal.”

This year, however, Emma
and her hushand Charlie
Raworth who is managing
director of both Bush Hall and
the Music House decided
o st up o new home in the
top floor flat above the two
music sites,

The eternally busy Emma,
47, is now dividing her time
between the new o and
anosther new home in Devon,
where their sons Louis, 13,

in 2002, having taken over the
neighbouring Bush Hall two
vears carlier.

The Music House has since
grown o encompass a huge
spectrum  of music  mition
including in-house private and

group lessons in a range of

instruments, private  lessons
in children's homes, in-house
baby and toddler music ¢lasses
and nussery and primary school
music lessons,

“We have about 60 freelance
music teachers and we try 1o
look after our leschers as best
we can,” Emma said, “When |
was o freelance there were 2o
many things that used 10 make
me red inthe face. Bul we make
sure they get paid on time, and
it’s also o respect thing,”

||'I retum. Emma expecls
high standards  from  her

MUSIC MAKER: Emma Hutchinson

MCTURE BY JUSTIH THOMAS

as well as children
wilh learmning difficulties at Jack
Tizard School,

“My ethos has been o pro-
vide o high standard of teachers
and we do CRB checking and
references. The same ethos is in
practice today,” Emma said.

In recent wears the Mu-
sic House has met the same
squeezed budgets and funding
challenges as many other chari-
ties, 20 much so that its owners
have taken matters into their
own hands to secure its future.

After  several hids  for
project-based  funding  were
mwrmed down, Emma and Char-
lie have once again resched into
their pockets 1o create two new
clissrooms al the centre, which
were opened last month,

“It was a question of stand-
ing still and hoping things get

Ng Mmuse n the
future,” she said. “People
misl anvest mo organesahions
like us, otherwise we will end
up like we were 15 vears ago,
when musical learning became
an add-on in schools and o
generation of musicians  will
b lost,

“I's not o quick fix. It's
about spending money and then
the benefits take time

“But you see each childs
confidence building, and it gives
them a love of music, excellent
communication skills and o
natural curiosity fior leaming
and that applies funher afield
than just music.”

The Music House for Chil-
dren is at 306-310 Uxbridge
Road, Shepherds Bush, Call
(K20 B932 2652 or visil www.
musichouse forchildren.co.uk




